
Holy Apostles Orthodox Christian Church of Cheyenne 
Address:  9505 Hynds Blvd., Cheyenne, WY 82009          Phone:  307.514.5347 

Web:  http://holyapostlescheyenne.com          Email:  office@holyapostlescheyenne.com 

Reverend Presbyter Christopher Xanthos, Presiding Priest 

Email:  frchristopher@holyapostlescheyenne.com  

Services Schedule:  Sunday Services - Morning Matins- 8:30 am - Divine Liturgy - 9:30 am 

Bulletin for Sunday, December 31, 2017 

SUNDAY BEFORE EPIPHANY 

Fast Free Day 

Saints and Feasts of the Day 

Sunday before Epiphany, Apodosis of the Nativity of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Melania the 

Younger, Nun of Rome, The Martyr and Presbyter Zoticus of Rome, Patron of Orphans 

Hymns of the Day – All are encouraged to sing the hymns and responses of the Divine Liturgy 

Resurrectional Apolytikion (page 22 in the Service Book) 

Let us worship the Word who is unoriginate * with the Father and the Spirit, and from a Virgin was 

born * for our salvation, O believers, and let us sing His praise. * For in His goodness He was pleased * 

to ascend the Cross in the flesh, and to undergo death, * and to raise up those who had died, * by His 

glorious Resurrection. 

Apolytikion of the Feast 

Your nativity, O Christ our God, has caused the light of knowledge to rise upon the world. For therein 

the worshippers of the stars were by a star instructed to worship You, the Sun of Righteousness, and to 

know You as Orient from on high. Glory to You, O Lord. 

For the Ancestors of God 

Annunciate the miracles to David the ancestor of God, O Joseph. You saw the Virgin pregnant. You 

glorified with the shepherds. You worshipped with the Magi. And you were warned by an Angel. 

Entreat Christ God to save our souls. 

Holy Apostles Apolytikion (page 24 in the Service Book) 

O Holy Apostles, intercede with the Merciful God, that He grant unto our souls forgiveness of offenses. 

Kontakion (page 24 in Service Book) 

On this day the Virgin Maid * goes to the grotto to give birth * to the pre-eternal Word * in an ineffable 

manner. * Dance for joy, all the inhabited earth, on hearing. * Glorify along with Angels and with the 

shepherds * Him who willed that He appear as * a newborn Child, * the pre-eternal God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Apostles Calendar  

Sunday, December 31 

Sunday Before Epiphany 

     8:30am Morning Matins Service  

     9:30am Divine Liturgy 

Monday, January 1, 2018 

St. Basil the Great 

     8:45am Morning Matins Service 

     9:30am Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday, January 3, 2018 

     11:30am Assist @ St. Joseph's Food Pantry 

     6:00pm Paraklesis 

Thursday, January 4, 2018 

Synaxis of the 70 Apostles 

     11:30am Women's Group Lunch Gathering 

Friday, January 5, 2018 

Eve of Epiphany 

     8:30am Matins and Royal Hours 

     9:30am Great Vespers and Divine Liturgy, 

     followed by lesser blessing of the waters 

Saturday, January 6, 2018 

Holy Epiphany 

     8:45am Morning Matins Service 

     9:30am Divine Liturgy, followed by greater 

     blessing of the waters 

Sunday, January 7, 2018 

St. John the Baptist 

     8:30am Morning Matins Service 

     9:30am Divine Liturgy 

     11:15am Cutting of the Vasilopita 

     11:30am GOYA Meeting 

Monday, January 8, 2018 

     6:00pm Bible Study 

Tuesday, January 9, 2018 

     7:00am Men's Group Breakfast @ Perkins 

Wednesday, January 10, 2018 

Gregory of Nyssa 

     11:30am Assist @ St. Joseph's Food Pantry 

     6:00pm Paraklesis 

Christianity:  A March Through Time 
From Bethlehem to Cheyenne, 

An Orthodox Perspective 

 
Sunday, February 11 Sunday, February 18 

Sunday February 25 
Join us for three Sunday afternoons in February from 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

At the Laramie County Library Willow Room 
As we travel together the History of Christianity 

 
This presentation is being offered by the 

Holy Apostles Orthodox Christian Church of Cheyenne 
Refreshments will be provided and there is no fee required to attend 

All are welcome to join us! 

http://holyapostlescheyenne.com/
mailto:office@holyapostlescheyenne.com
mailto:frchristopher@holyapostlescheyenne.com


SMALL PARAKLESIS: 

Join us each Wednesday at 6pm as we pray and chant the Supplications to the Most Holy Theotokos. 

Followed by fellowship and light refreshments. The Paraklesis service is a service asking the Panaghia 

to intercede for us all, as well as people individually. Prayer requests can be submitted in the narthex 

by writing the names of those living that you wish to pray for on the form, ‘For the Health and 

Salvation…’ and placing the prayer request in the basket. 

ORTHODOX BIBLE STUDY: 

Please join us for Bible Study every Monday at 6pm beginning Monday, January 8, 2018. We will start 

our studies with the Gospel of John. All are welcome to attend! 

CLERGY VISITS: 

If there is someone in a hospital, nursing home or homebound, please contact Father Christopher 

at frchristopher@holyapostlescheyenne.com or 307.514.5347 to schedule a pastoral visitation.  

CONFESSIONS: 

Please contact Father Christopher at frchristopher@holyapostlescheyenne.com or 307.514.5347 to 

schedule the Holy Mystery of Confession. 

GREAT VESPERS:   

Each Saturday at 6pm there will be a recurring Saturday Great Vespers service, followed by juice, coffee 

and fellowship. All are welcome to attend.  

 

 

 

 

KING SOOPERS GIVES TO HOLY APOSTLES:  King Soopers will donate 5% of your purchase to 

Holy Apostles.  All you need to do is buy a RELOADABLE GIFT CARD AT CHURCH.  Please see Jamie 

to get your card which costs $10 but already has $10 on it.  It’s easiest to reload your card at the customer 

service counter, then go shopping and pay for your groceries with the gift card.   When the balance goes 

down, just refill it and REUSE IT.  This is a very easy continuous fundraiser which supports our building 

and development fund. We have also set up a program with Albertsons, and Safeway to support Holy 

Apostles.  See Jamie for more information. 

Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia 

Saint Basil the Great was born about the end of the year 329 in Caesarea 

of Cappadocia, to a family renowned for their learning and holiness. His 

parents' names were Basil and Emily. His mother Emily (commemorated 

July 19) and his grandmother Macrina (Jan. 14) are Saints of the Church, 

together with all his brothers and sisters: Macrina, his elder sister (July 

19), Gregory of Nyssa (Jan. to), Peter of Sebastia (Jan. 9), and Naucratius. 

Basil studied in Constantnople under the sophist Libanius, then in 

Athens, where also he formed a friendship with the young Gregory, a 

fellow Cappadocian, later called "the Theologian." Through the good 

influence of his sister Macrina (see July 19), he chose to embrace the 

ascetical life, abandoning his worldly career. He visited the monks in 

Egypt, in Palestine, in Syria, and in Mesopotamia, and upon returning to 

Caesarea, he departed to a hermitage on the Iris River in Pontus, not far 

from Annesi, where his mother and his sister Macrina were already treading the path of the ascetical 

life; here he also wrote his ascetical homilies. 

About the year 370, when the bishop of his country reposed, he was elected to succeed to his throne 

and was entrusted with the Church of Christ, which he tended for eight years, living in voluntary 

poverty and strict asceticism, having no other care than to defend holy Orthodoxy as a worthy successor 

of the Apostles. The Emperor Valens, and Modestus, the Eparch of the East, who were of one mind with 

the Arians, tried with threats of exile and of torments to bend the Saint to their own confession, because 

he was the bastion of Orthodoxy in all Cappadocia, and preserved it from heresy when Arianism was 

at its strongest. But he set all their malice at nought, and in his willingness to give himself up to every 

suffering for the sake of the Faith, showed himself to be a martyr by volition. Modestus, amazed at 

Basil's fearlessness in his presence, said that no one had ever so spoken to him. "Perhaps," answered the 

Saint, "you have never met a bishop before." The Emperor Valens himself was almost won over by 

Basil's dignity and wisdom. When Valens' son fell gravely sick, he asked Saint Basil to pray for him. 

The Saint promised that his son would be restated if Valens agreed to have him baptized by the 

Orthodox; Valens agreed, Basil prayed, and the son was restored. But afterwards the Emperor had him 

baptized by Arians, and the child died soon after. Later, Valens, persuaded by his counsellors, decided 

to send the Saint into exile because he would not accept the Arians into communion; but his pen broke 

when he was signing the edict of banishment. He tried a second time and a third, but the same thing 

happened, so that the Emperor was filled with dread, and tore up the document, and Basil was not 

banished. The truly great Basil, spent with extreme ascetical practices and continual labours, at the helm 

of the church, departed to the Lord on the 1st of January, in 379. at the age of forty-nine. 

His writings are replete with wisdom and erudition, and rich are these gifts he set forth the doctrines 

concerning the mysteries both of the creation (see his Hexaemeron) and of the Holy Trinity (see On the 

Holy Spirit). Because of the majesty and keenness of his eloquence, he is honoured as "the revealer of 

heavenly things" and "the Great." 



Holy Apostles Updates 

For updates to the Sunday bulletin, submit announcements to Father Christopher no later than 5pm on 

Wednesday.  

VISIT THE HOLY APOSTLES BOOKSTORE:  If you haven't been to the bookstore lately, please stop 

by! New items are arriving daily. We just received a shipment this week with some visor clips, cross 

lapel pins, new icons, and jewelry. Instructions for how to make a purchase are posted in the bookstore, 

or if you have a question please ask Adrianne. I bet she will even make you a cup of coffee while you 

shop! 

Coming Soon .....Mark Your Calendar! 

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY (YAM): Attention all Young Adults between the ages of 21-38. We are 

kicking off the Holy Apostles Young Adult Ministry and we are hoping to plan one YAM event per 

month. For more information please contact Zoe Christopulos or Alexis Bellack. Spread the word and 

bring your friends!  

 

VISIT THE HOLY APOSTLES BOOKSTORE:  The new 2018 Icon Calendars are 
available in the bookstore. Come and pick yours up today for only $14 

 

WOMEN’S STUDY:  The Women’s Study Ministry will start the new year 

with a lunch gathering on Thursday, January 4, 2018 at 11:30.  Watch your 

email for location. All ladies are invited to attend. 

CUTTING OF THE VASILOPITA:  Please come to the cutting of the Vasilopita to 

celebrate the New Year following Liturgy on January 7.  Our Philoptochos will be 

making the Vasilopita. 

ORTHODOX BIBLE STUDY:  Please join us for Bible Study every Monday at 6:00 

beginning Monday, January 8, 2018.  We will start our studies with the Gospel of 

John.  All are welcome to attend! 

 

Gospel and Epistle Readings 

Matins Gospel Reading John 20:11-18 

At that time, Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb; 

and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at 

the feet. They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "Because they have taken 

away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him." Saying this, she turned round and saw 

Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? 

Whom do you seek?" Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said to Him, "Sir, if you have carried Him 

away, tell me where you have laid Him, and I will take Him away." Jesus said to her, "Mary." She turned 

and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold me, for I 

have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I am ascending to my Father 

and your Father, to my God and your God." Mary Magdalene went and said to the disciples, "I have 

seen the Lord"; and she told them that He had said these things to her. 

Epistle Reading (page 28 in the Service Book) 

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter Second Letter to Timothy 4:5-8 

Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your ministry. 

For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has come. I have fought the 

good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown 

of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to 

me but also to all who have loved his appearing. 

Gospel Reading (page 29 in the Service Book) 

Sunday Before Epiphany 

The Reading is from Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophets, 'Behold, I 
send my messenger before your face, who shall prepare your way; the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.' John was baptizing in the wilderness, 
preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there went out to him all the country 
of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate 
locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong 
of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

 

 

 



 

WELCOME! 
Welcome to the Holy Apostles Orthodox Christian Church of Cheyenne and 
thank you for visiting and worshiping with us this morning. Please join us in the 
Fellowship Hall immediately following Divine Services for refreshments. If you 
would like more information regarding becoming a part of the Orthodox 
Christian Faith and our community, contact Father Christopher at 307.514.5347 or 
frchristopher@holyapostlescheyenne.com.  

We look forward to seeing you and your family again soon! 

“We are an Orthodox Christian Community for Southeast Wyoming Travelling Together 
Towards the Kingdom of God.—Journey with us!” 

Worship - Charity - Wisdom -Community 


