Holy Apostles Orthodox Christian Church of Cheyenne, WY
Address: 9505 Hynds Blvd., Cheyenne, WY 82009
Phone: 307-514-5347
Web: http://holyapostlescheyenne.com/
Email: orthodoxchristianchurch2012@gmail.com
Holy Apostles Orthodox Christian Church Office
Phone: 307-514-5347
Services Schedule
Sunday Services
Orthros - 8:30 am
Divine Liturgy - 9:30 am

WEEKLY BULLETIN

01/08/2017

Holy Apostles Updates
Please come to Holy Apostles on
1/8/17

01/07/2017

Holy Apostles will have the Service of Typika beginning at 9:30 am. This is a service which is conducted when there is not a priest availble for Liturgy. Please come light a candle, say a prayer,
participate in this service, and enjoy fellowship. Please check the webpage www.holyapostlescheyenne.com often for updates. Emails and texts will be sent with upcoming services and activites.

Holy Apostles Calendar
Holy Apostles Calendar
January 8 to January 15, 2017
Sunday, January 8
Sunday after Epiphany
9:30AM Service of Typika will be held. Church open to light a candle and enjoy fellowship
Tuesday, January 10
Gregory of Nyssa
7:00AM Men's Group Breakfast @ Perkins
Wednesday, January 11
11:30AM Assist @ St. Joseph's Food Pantry
Thursday, January 12
5:30PM Parish Council Meeting
Sunday, January 15
12th Sunday of Luke

Hymns of the Day
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the 4th Mode
The joyful news of your resurrection was told to the women disciples of the Lord by the angel. Having thrown oﬀ the ancestral curse, and boasting, they told the apostles: death has been
vanquished, Christ our God. is risen, bestowing on the world great mercy.

Apolytikion for Afterfeast of the Theophany in the 1st Mode
Lord, when You were baptized in the Jordan, the veneration of the Trinity was revealed. For the voice of the Father gave witness to You, calling You Beloved, and the Spirit, in the guise of a dove,
confirmed the certainty of His words. Glory to You, Christ our God, who appeared and enlightened the world.

Holy Apostles Apolytikion in the 1st Mode
O Holy Apostles, intercede with the Merciful God, that He grant unto our souls forgiveness of offenses.

Seasonal Kontakion in the 4th Mode
You appeared to the world today, and Your light, O Lord, has left its mark upon us. With fuller understanding we sing to You: "You came, You were made manifest, the unapproachable light."

Gospel and Epistle Readings
Epistle Reading
Prokeimenon. 1st Mode. Psalm 32.22,1.
Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 4:7-13.
BRETHREN, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore it is said, "When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men." (in
saying, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is he who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might
ﬁll all things.) And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body
of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

Gospel Reading
Sunday after Epiphany
The Reading is from Matthew 4:12-17
At that time, Jesus heard that John had been arrested, He withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth He went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, that
what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: "The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, toward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned." From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand."

Saints and Feasts
January 06
The Theophany of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ
About the beginning of our Lord's thirtieth year, John the Forerunner, who was some six months older than Our Saviour according to the ﬂesh, and had
lived in the wilderness since his childhood, received a command from God and came into the parts of the Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance
unto the remission of sins. Then our Saviour also came from Galilee to the Jordan, and sought and received baptism though He was the Master and John
was but a servant. Whereupon, there came to pass those marvellous deeds, great and beyond nature: the Heavens were opened, the Spirit descended
in the form of a dove upon Him that was being baptized and the voice was heard from the Heavens hearing witness that this was the beloved Son of God,
now baptized as a man (Matt. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:1-22). From these events the Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ and the great mystery of the
Trinity were demonstrated. It is also from this that the present feast is called "Theophany," that is, the divine manifestation, God's appearance among
men. On this venerable day the sacred mystery of Christian baptism was inaugurated; henceforth also began the saving preaching of the Kingdom of the
Heavens.

January 07
Synaxis of John the Holy Glorious Prophet, Baptist, & Forerunner
Today we celebrate the Synaxis in honour of the most sacred Forerunner, since he ministered at the Mystery of the Divine Baptism of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Rest from labour. Fish allowed.

January 08
Domnica the Righteous of Constantinople
Saint Domnica was from Carthage. During the reign of the Emperor Theodosius the Great, she came with four other virgins to Constantinople, where
she was baptized by Nectarius, the Patriarch of Constantinople. She remained in Constantinople and became known for her extreme asceticism, the
miracles that she worked, and the grace of prophecy that adorned her. She lived until the days of the Emperors Leo and Zeno, reposing in peace about
the year 474.

January 09
Philip, Metropolitan of Moscow
Our Father among the Saints Philip, Metropolitan of Moscow, was born in 1507 of noble family, and served for a time in the royal court. While still a
young man, he secretly left Moscow and entered Solovki Monastery in the north, about the year 1538, a little over a hundred years after its founding.
Because of his spiritual stature he was chosen against his will to succeed Abbot Alexis in 1548. As abbot, Philip was a great builder and beautiﬁer of
Solovki Monastery. He laid the foundations for the Cathedral of the Transﬁguration, constructed cells, hermitages, and a hospital for the monks and for
pilgrims, established a cattle yard on one of the islands, drained swamps and connected waterways by a series of canals and damns, built a mill and
various workshops, and even invented ingenious machines and implements to help the monks in their work. His fame spread, and in 1566, by the will of
Tsar Ivan IV, he was raised to the rank of Metropolitan of Moscow.
Tsar Ivan the Terrible revered Philip, even as Herod had revered Saint John the Baptist, and he had been a generous benefactor of Solovki Monastery.
But because the Tsar had established the oprichnina, a state within a state, giving power to the oprichniki, who used it to oppress and rob the innocent,
Philip told him the he could not be Metropolitan if the Tsar suﬀered the oprichniki to continue in power. This angered the Tsar, he told Philip that it was
not for him to interfere in matters of state, and many hierarchs prevailed upon Philip to accept the Metropolitan's throne. But as the horrors committed by
the oprichniki grew worse-thefts, false accusations, murders, and all manner of injustice and rapacity, with the knowledge of the Sovereign- Saint Philip
could not remain silent. He rebuked the Tsar once and again for the reign of terror that he had brought upon his own people. The Tsar warned him to
hold his peace and bless him to do as he wished. The Metropolitan answered that his silence brought sin upon the Sovereign. The Tsar threatened him
with his wrath, and told him to resign his throne if he were not willing to comply. Saint Philip answered that he had not sought the Metropolitan's throne,
and it was the Tsar who had deprived him of his hermitage on Solovki; but now the pastoral burden was upon him, he would not remain silent when the canons of the Church were broken.
The more the Tsar threatened Philip with his wrath, the more the holy hierarch stood fast and threatened the Tsar with judgment of God; Philip alone had the courage to rebuke the Tsar openly
and oppose his iniquity. Finally the Tsar, ﬁnding false witnesses against Philip in his own monastery on Solovki, held a council against him in early November, 1568; the Saint had to endure the
persecution of the Tsar who had torn him from his beloved monastery, the betrayal of his fellow hierarchs, and the slanders of his own spiritual children. He was imprisoned in Moscow, but
because of the love of the people for him the Tsar feared him even in prison, and he was transferred to a monastery in Tver, where he spent a year in great hardships and continual prayer. On
December 23, 1569, a royal messenger came, asking the Metropolitan's blessing for the Tsar's expedition to Novgorod. Saint Philip told him to do that which he came to do, then raised his hands
in prayer to God. The Tsar's messenger fell upon him and suﬀocated the holy hierarch with a pillow. In 1591 his relics were transferred to Solovki, and in 1652 to the Dormition Cathedral in
Moscow; many miracles were wrought through his holy relics (See also Oct. 5 and July 3).

January 10
Gregory of Nyssa
Saint Gregory, the younger brother of Basil the Great, illustrious in speech and a zealot for the Orthodox Faith, was born in 331. His brother Basil was
encouraged by their elder sister Macrina to prefer the service of God to a secular career (see July 19); Saint Gregory was moved in a similar way by his
godly mother Emily, who, when Gregory was still a young man, implored him to attend a service in honor of the holy Forty Martyrs at her retreat at
Annesi on the River Iris. Saint Gregory came at his mother's bidding, but being wearied with the journey, and feeling little zeal, he fell asleep during the
service. The Forty Martyrs then appeared to him in a dream, threatening him and reproaching him for his slothfulness. After this he repented and
became very diligent in the service of God.
Gregory became bishop in 372, and because of his Orthodoxy he was exiled in 374 by Valens, who was of one mind with the Arians. After the death of Valens in 378, Gregory was recalled to his
throne by the Emperor Gratian. He attended the Local Council of Antioch, which sent him to visit the churches of Arabia and Palestine, which had been deﬁled and ravaged by Arianism. He
attended the Second Ecumenical Council, which was assembled in Constantinople in 381. Having lived some sixty years and left behind many remarkable writings, he reposed about the year 395.
The acts of the Seventh Ecumenical Council call him 'Father of Fathers."

Wisdom of the Fathers
The only valuables on earth are good works done for Christ: these win us the grace of the Holy Spirit.
St. Seraphim of Sarov

The spiritual land of a man pure in soul is within him. The sun which shines in it is the light of the Holy Trinity.
St. Isaac the Syrian

