This Week at Holy Apostles...

Monday, 12/7 — 5:00pm Akathist at SCH with Myrrh-streaming lveron icon
NO Media Monday
Tuesday, 12/8 — 7:00am Men’s Group
Wednesday, 12/9 — 8:45 Orthros, 9:30 Liturgy — Conception of the Theotokos
6:00pm Paraklesis
Thursday, 12/10 — 5:30pm PC meeting
Saturday, 12/12 — 8:45 Orthros, 9:30 Liturgy — St Spyridon
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Thank you...

Jamie and Kelly for your offerings of Prosfora, David & Adrianne for
hosting today’s fellowship, George for greeting, and all of the chanters
who helped today and throughout the week!

Some Words from a Saint/Elder...

“We have very little faith in the Lord, very little trust. If we trusted the Lord
as much as we trust a friend when we ask him to do something for us,
neither we as individuals nor our whole country would suffer so much.”

“It is of great significance if there is a person who truly prays in a family.
Prayer attracts God’s Grace and all the members of the family feel it,
even those whose hearts have grown cold. Pray always.”

“The Holy Fathers and the Saints always tell us, ‘It is important to get up
immediately after a fall and to keep on walking toward God’. Even if we
fall a hundred times a day, it does not matter; we must get up and go on
walking toward God without looking back.”

- Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica (+2003)
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Commemorated Today

Nicholas, the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra
Nicholas the New Martyr of Asia Minor

Future Dates to Keep in Mind

Sunday, 12/6 — HAYA meeting

Sunday, 12/13 — PC elections

Sunday, 12/20 — Christmas program
Sunday, 12/27 — 5:00pm Christmas Party
Sunday, 5/1/16 — Great & Holy Pascha
Saturday, 7/9/16 — WBAR
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Today’s Hymns
(to be chanted for pages 16 & 17 of the Liturgy Book)

Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Appendix 2): When You
descended unto death, O Lord Who Yourself are immortal Life, then
did You mortify Hades by the lightning flash of Your Divinity. Also
when You raised the dead from the netherworld, all the Powers of the
heavens were crying out: O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory be to
You.

Apolytikion for the Saint: The actual facts of your life manifested
you to your flock as a rule of faith and an icon of gentleness and a
teacher of self-control. By humility, therefore, you acquired the
things on high, and riches through poverty. Father holy hierarch
Nicholas, intercede with Christ our God, entreating Him to save
our souls.

For the Parish: O Holy Apostles, intercede with the Merciful God,
that He grant unto our souls forgiveness of offenses.

Kontakion: On this day the Virgin Maid goes to the grotto to give
birth to the pre-eternal Word in an ineffable manner. Dance for joy,
all the inhabited earth, on hearing. * Glorify along with Angels and
with the shepherds Him who willed that He appear as a newborn
Child, the pre-eternal God.




Today’s Epistle Reading
Cantor: Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.
What shall | render to the Lord for all that he has given me?

The Reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews (13:17-
21)

Brethren, obey your leaders and submit to them; for they are
keeping watch over your souls, as men who will have to give
account. Let them do this joyfully, and not sadly, for that would be
of no advantage to you. Pray for us, for we are sure that we have
a clear conscience, desiring to act honorably in all things. | urge
you the more earnestly to do this in order that | may be restored to
you the sooner. Now may the God of peace who brought again
from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great Shepherd of the sheep,
by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything
good that you may do His will, working in you that which is
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for
ever and ever. Amen.

Gospel Reading
The Reading is from the Gospel of Luke (13:10-17)

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the
sabbath. And there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity for
eighteen years; she was bent over and could not fully straighten
herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called her and said to her,
"Woman, you are freed from your infirmity." And he laid his hands
upon her, and immediately she was made straight, and she
praised God. But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because
Jesus had healed on the sabbath, said to the people, "There are
six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and
be healed, and not on the sabbath day." Then the Lord answered
him, "You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie
his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to water it?
And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan
bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath
day?" As he said this, all his adversaries were put to shame; and

all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by
him.

Welcome Visitors!

Holy Apostles Orthodox Christian Church would like to extend a warm
welcome to all of our guests and visitors who are with us today.
Thank you for worshiping with us, and please stay for Coffee Hour at
the conclusion of the Liturgy! If you have any questions about this
parish, the service, or the Orthodox Church in general, please feel
free to ask a parishioner, look at the pamphlets in the Narthex (the
entrance to the church), or ask Fr. Paul after the service. Finally, if
this is your first visit to our parish, in order that we may treat you as
our honored guest, we ask that you not participate in the offering
after the service. Again, thank you for joining us, and let us know if
we can do anything for you today or in the future!

A Note on Holy Communion

For non-Orthodox: Welcome to our parish and the service of the
Divine Liturgy! As a point of information, the Orthodox Church invites
all to come and participate in the Divine Services. As the fullest
communion among people occurs only when we are wholly united in
faith and worship, however, please know that the Mystery of Holy
Communion is reserved for Baptized/Chrismated Orthodox Christians.
If, at the time of Holy Communion, you would like to receive a
blessing from the Priest, we welcome you to approach the Chalice
with those receiving Communion and recite the words, “The blessing
of the Chalice” to the Priest who will then offer a blessing over your
head. Further, at the conclusion of the Liturgy, ALL are welcome
(Orthodox and non-Orthodox) to receive a piece of the blessed bread
given out by the Priest. And please stay for our fellowship hour
following the Liturgy!

For Orthodox: Holy Communion is reserved for those who have
properly prepared through prayer, fasting, and the Mystery of Holy
Confession and have arrived prior to the Gospel for the day,
remembering the teachings of St. Paul which tell us that receiving
Holy Communion unworthily is to our condemnation rather than
salvation (I Cor 11:29). When receiving Holy Communion, please
remove any lipstick prior to approaching the Chalice and hold the
Communion cloth with both hands against the bottom of your chin.
Finally, please refrain from venerating the Chalice after receiving.




